
 

 
Transfer Policy Amendment for the 2021-2022 School Year 

Preamble: 
The MHSAA received numerous inquiries as to the effect the COVID-19 pandemic has on the 
Association’s transfer policy, and questions surrounding transfers happening now or moving into next 
school year.  
 
At the request of the MHSAA Board of Directors, a survey of all 15 member Zones was conducted by the 
MHSAA’s Executive Director regarding this topic. Responses were received from all Zones Presidents and 
the results clearly indicated a desire by our member schools to see a temporary amendment to the 
transfer policy in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
A core element of the MHSAA transfer policy, as established by our member schools, is that student-
athletes that transfer schools are ineligible for 12 months, in any sport they have participated in during 
the preceding 12 months. This is a common concept in school sport across Canada. We know that at 
times in the past, individuals or schools make efforts to get around the rule, but generally the rule acts 
as a deterrent for athletically motivated transfers, something our membership has steadfastly believed 
is contrary to the goals and values of school sport. 
 
The issue created by the COVID-19 pandemic is that we have had no interschool competition since mid-
March 2020, and it appears unlikely we will see any meaningful competition for the remainder of this 
school year. This results in every student-athlete in Manitoba no longer being tied to their school for 
athletic purposes. Creating, for all intents and purposes, 35,000+ free agents who under current MHSAA 
policy, would be able to move schools primarily for athletic purposes, and participate immediately. 
There has been concern raised that without a change to policy in response to the situation created by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, there would be an unprecedented number of transfers motivated by sport that 
would have a significant effect on the competitive balance of school sport in Manitoba for years to 
come. 
 
Any student-athlete requiring a transfer for one of the other approved reasons in the MHSAA transfer 
policy (change of principal residence, etc.) would still be able to have their new school submit a standard 
transfer appeal submission. The desired effect would be to achieve a consistent application of the 
existing MHSAA transfer rules, allowing those transfers that have traditionally been allowed, while 
closing the opportunity created by the COVID-19 pandemic for a potential high number of athletically 
motivated transfers. 
 
The Association is cognizant that student-athletes and their families are currently planning for the Fall 
2021 academic year, and we want to provide our member schools with the proper guidance so they can 
inform any inquiring students and their families appropriately. 



Transfer Policy Amendment: 
Not competing in interschool competition in the COVID-19 affected seasons of play would not meet the 
requirement to transfer without a period of athletic ineligibility, therefore ensuring student-athletes are 
subject to the normal and existing MHSAA transfer policy.  
 
The MHSAA Board of Directors has approved the following amendment to the MHSAA’s Transfer Policy: 
 
Point 1. of the MHSAA Transfer Policy for the 2021-2022 school year will read: 

The student did not participate in a particular sport at the interschool level for twenty-four (24) 
months prior to the date of transfer. Written confirmation from the Principal or Vice Principal at 
the previous school is required. OR The student accepts his/her ineligibility under the Transfer 
Policy, but requests eligibility for the sports he/she did not participate in at the interschool level 
for the twenty-four (24) months prior to the date of transfer. Written confirmation from the 
Principal or Vice Principal at the previous school is required. 
 
Students who transferred schools before October 1, 2020, are exempt from the twenty-four (24) 
months amendment. 

 
 
Timeline: 
The amendment will be in place for the 2021-2022 school year only. This amendment will be 
automatically removed following the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
 
Intent and Rationale:  
The intent is to state that missing a season of play due to COVID-19 cancellations, does NOT allow a 
student to transfer schools without restriction. 

The October 1, 2020 date is to recognize that students may have transferred prior to the 2020-2021 
school year and were expecting to either go through the process to obtain eligibility due to a valid 
transfer, or to sit out a year already. The MHSAA is aware that most student movement that occurs in 
the first few weeks of the year is normally done by the October 1 date. 


